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(57) ABSTRACT

A sensing circuit for sensing a micro current and voltage of
a device to be tested is disclosed. The sensing circuit
includes a pixel circuit and a sensing circuit. The sensing
circuit is connected to the pixel circuit via a sensing line. The
sensing circuit includes an amplifier, a first capacitor, a first
switch, a second switch, a third switch, a fourth switch, a
correlated double sampling (CDS) circuit, and an analog-
to-digital converter (ADC).
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1
SENSING CIRCUIT AND CORRESPONDING
OLED DISPLAY DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a sensing circuit
for sensing a micro current and voltage of a device to be
tested, and more particularly to a liquid crystal display
device.

2. Description of Prior Art

A display method of OLED display technology is differ-
ent from that of conventional LCD display technology. In an
OLED display device, a backlight is not required. The
OLED display device utilizes an ultrathin organic material
coating layer and a glass substrate, and organic material
emits light by when a current flows. A screen of the OLED
display device is usually thinner, and it has a larger viewing
angle and consumes less power.

FIG. 1 shows a pixel circuit in a conventional OLED
panel. The pixel circuit comprises a data line for inputting
data; a first thin film transistor and a second thin film
transistor, a gate of the second thin film transistor connected
to a drain of the first thin film transistor; a second capacitor
connected to the gate a drain of the second thin film
transistor; an organic light-emitting diode connected to the
drain of the second thin film transistor; and a third capacitor
connected to two terminals of the organic light-emitting
diode. A scan signal is inputted to a gate of the first thin film
transistor.

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a conventional sensing
circuit. The sensing circuit comprises the pixel circuit 100,
a sensing system 110, a source driver 102, a controller 103,
a flash memory 104, a sensing input 105, and a scan input
106.

Since the thin film transistors and the OLED panel are
aging, a turn-on voltage of a thin film transistor has a voltage
offset Vth_TFT and an OLED has a voltage offset Vth_oled.
Accordingly, the display quality is not uniform.

To solve the above-mentioned problem that the display
quality is not uniform, as shown in FIG. 2, the characteristics
of the second thin film transistor T2 and the OLED in the
pixel circuits are sensed by sensing lines, and then the
external controller compensates the voltage offsets, so that
an image can acquire uniform display effect.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An objective of the present invention is to provide a
sensing circuit and a corresponding OLED display device.
The sensing circuit is utilized for sensing a micro current and
voltage of a device to be tested. In a current sensing mode,
the sensing circuit supports a double sense to eliminate effect
of noise and a leakage current.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the OLED display device comprises: a pixel circuit
comprising: a data line for inputting data; a first thin film
transistor; a second thin film transistor, a gate of the second
thin film transistor connected to a drain of the first thin film
transistor; a third thin film transistor, a source of the third
thin film transistor connected to a drain of the second thin
film transistor; a second capacitor connected the gate and a
drain of the second thin film transistor; an organic light-
emitting diode connected to the drain of the second thin film
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transistor; and a third capacitor connected to two terminals
of the organic light-emitting diode.

The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested in accordance with the
present invention comprises: an amplifier having a first input
terminal, a second input terminal, and an output terminal; a
first capacitor connected between the first input terminal and
the output terminal of the amplifier; a first switch connected
to the first capacitor in parallel; a second switch connected
between the first input terminal of the amplifier and the
device to be tested; a third switch connected between the
second input terminal of the amplifier and the device to be
tested; a fourth switch connected between the second input
terminal of the amplifier and a constant voltage source; a
correlated double sampling (CDS) circuit connected to the
output terminal of the amplifier; and an analog-to-digital
converter (ADC) connected to the correlated double sam-
pling circuit.

The correlated double sampling circuit is utilized for
storing a value of a voltage outputted by the amplifier.

The analog-to-digital converter is utilized for digitizing a
voltage value outputted by the correlated double sampling
circuit and then outputting a digitized value.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, when the fourth switch and the second switch are
turned on and the third switch is turned off, the amplifier is
utilized as an integrator. The integrator performs an integra-
tion operation to a current and clamps a voltage of the
second thin film transistor via an input voltage of the second
input terminal to generate an output voltage to the correlated
double sampling circuit.

In accordance with an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, when the first switch and the third switch are turned on
and the second switch is turned off, the amplifier is utilized
as a buffer. The buffer clamps a voltage of the second thin
film transistor via an input voltage of the second input
terminal to generate an output voltage to the correlated
double sampling circuit.

In the present invention, the results from the current sense
and the voltage sense have different methods to calculate
compensation values. The present invention supports the
two methods and has different processes for different states.
Since the manufacturing processes are different, the charac-
teristic parameters from the current sense and the voltage
sense reflecting the thin film transistor and the OLED are
different. The circuit of the present invention can support the
two methods and adjust correspondingly.

For a better understanding of the aforementioned content
of the present invention, preferable embodiments are illus-
trated in accordance with the attached figures for further
explanation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a pixel circuit in a conventional OLED
panel;

FIG. 2 shows a block diagram of a conventional sensing
circuit;

FIG. 3 shows a sensing circuit in accordance with an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 shows the sensing circuit in a first mode for sensing
the current flowing through the second thin film transistor in
accordance with the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 shows the sensing circuit in a second mode for
sensing the current flowing through the organic light-emit-
ting diode in accordance with the embodiment of the present
invention;
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FIGS. 6A-6B show the pixel circuit in accordance with
the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 shows the sensing circuit in a third mode for
sensing a source voltage of the second thin film transistor in
accordance with the embodiment of the present invention,

FIG. 8 shows the sensing circuit in a fourth mode for
sensing a voltage of the organic light-emitting diode D in
accordance with the embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The following embodiments are referring to the accom-
panying drawings for exemplifying specific implementable
embodiments of the present invention.

Please refer to FIG. 3. FIG. 3 shows a sensing circuit 10
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
The sensing circuit 10 comprises a data line [_data for
inputting data; a first thin film transistor T1; a second thin
film transistor T2, a gate of the second thin film transistor T2
connected to a drain of the first thin film transistor T1; a third
thin film transistor T3, a source of the third thin film
transistor T3 connected to a drain of the second thin film
transistor T2; a second capacitor C1 connected the gate and
a drain of the second thin film transistor T2; an organic
light-emitting diode D connected to the drain of the second
thin film transistor T2; a third capacitor C2 connected to two
terminals of the organic light-emitting diode D; and a
sensing line [,_sense connected to a drain of the third thin
film transistor T3. A scan signal SCN is inputted to a gate of
the first thin film transistor T1. A sensing signal SEN is
inputted to a gate of the third thin film transistor T3.

A feature of the sensing circuit for sensing a micro current
and voltage in accordance with the present invention is to
comprise a sensing circuit 101 connected to the pixel circuit
100 via the sensing line [_sense. The sensing circuit 101
comprises an amplifier 1010 having a first input terminal 11,
a second input terminal 12, and an output terminal 3; a first
capacitor C3 connected to the first input terminal 11 and the
output terminal 3 of the amplifier 1010; a first switch S1
connected to two terminals of the first capacitor C3; a second
switch S2 connected to the first capacitor C3 and the first
switch S1 at the first input terminal 11 of the amplifier 1010;
a third switch S3 connected to the second input terminal 12
of the amplifier 1010 and the second switch S2; a fourth
switch S4 connected to the second input terminal 12 of the
amplifier 1010 and the third switch S3; a correlated double
sampling (CDS) circuit 1011 connected to the output termi-
nal 3 of the amplifier 1010; and an analog-to-digital con-
verter (ADC) 1012 connected to the correlated double
sampling circuit 1011.

When the fourth switch S4 is turned on, the second switch
S2 is turned on, and the third switch S3 is turned off, the
amplifier 1010 becomes an integrator capable of performing
an integration operation to a current 1 flowing through the
second thin film transistor T2 and the organic light-emitting
diode D. Then, the analog-to-digital converter 1012 samples
to acquire characteristic parameters of the second thin film
transistor T2 and the organic light-emitting diode D. When
the second switch S2 is turned off, the third switch S3 is
turned on, and the first switch S1 is turned on, the amplifier
1010 becomes a buffer. The analog-to-digital converter 1012
samples the voltage of the second thin film transistor T2 to
acquire the characteristic parameters of the second thin film
transistor T2 and the organic light-emitting diode D.

Please refer to FIG. 4. FIG. 4 shows the sensing circuit in
a first mode for sensing the current flowing through the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

second thin film transistor T2 in accordance with the
embodiment of the present invention. The amplifier 1010
becomes an integrator which can be initialized by turning on
the first switch S1, When the first switch S1 is turned on, the
integrator starts to integrate. The first thin film transistor T1
and the second thin film transistor T2 are turned on, and no
current flows through the organic light-emitting diode D
which is marked with ‘X’. The data line [,_data outputs a
voltage Vdata to turn on the second thin film transistor T2.
A value of a constant voltage source VCM is smaller than a
value of the voltage Vdata, and thus the organic light-
emitting diode D is in a turn-off state. The integrated voltage
is stored to the correlated double sampling circuit 1011, and
the analog-to-digital converter 1012 samples the voltage of

the second thin film transistor T2. The sampled voltage 1V
is acquired from the following equation:

Ay=Apycs,

At is an integration time, and I is a current flowing
through the second thin film transistor T2.

Please refer to FIG. 5. FIG. 5 shows the sensing circuit in
a second mode for sensing the current flowing through the
organic light-emitting diode D in accordance with the
embodiment of the present invention. The amplifier 1010
becomes an integrator which can be initialized by turning on
the first switch S1, When the first switch S1 is turned on, the
integrator starts to integrate. The first thin film transistor T1
1s turned on, and the second thin film transistor T2 is turned
off which is marked with “X’. The data line I._data outputs
a voltage Vdata to turn off the second thin film transistor T2.
The value of the constant voltage source VCM is larger than
the value of the voltage Vdata, and thus the organic light-
emitting diode D is in a turn-on state. The integrated voltage
1s stored to the correlated double sampling circuit 1011, and
the analog-to-digital converter 1012 samples the voltage of

the second thin film transistor T2. The sampled voltage 41V
is acquired from the following equation:

Ay=Appes,

A1t is an integration time, and I is a current flowing
through the second thin film transistor T2.

Please refer to FIGS. 6A-6B. FIGS. 6A-6B show the pixel
circuit for eliminating a noise current I, and a leakage
current Iy, ... in accordance with the embodiment of the
present invention. As shown in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the
amplifier 1010 becomes an integrator which can be initial-
ized by turning on the first switch S1. As shown in FIG. 6A,
the current is 1., Al loaragr No current flows
through the organic light-emitting diode D which is marked
with ‘X*. 1_,,,,.,. 1s current I in FIG. 4 which is stored in the
correlated double sampling circuit 1011. The sensing signal
SEN is inputted to turn off the third thin film transistor T3
which is marked with “X’. Then, the acquired current is
LioiseHicarage ana Stored in the correlated double sampling
circuit 1011. The value of I_,,,,,, can be acquired N by
storing two times. That is, it represents that the noise current
Lyoise and the leakage current 1, are eliminated.

Please refer to FIG. 7. FIG. 7 shows the sensing circuit in
a third mode for sensing a source voltage of the second thin
film transistor T2 in accordance with the embodiment of the
present invention. The amplifier 1010 becomes a buffer. The
first thin film transistor T1 and the third thin film transistor
T3 corresponding to the scan signal SCN and the sensing
signal SEN are turned on. No current flows through the
organic light-emitting diode D which is remarked with X’.
The data line I._data outputs a voltage Vdata to turn on the
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second thin film transistor T2. Since Vdata is smaller and the
voltage value of the constant voltage source VCM is smaller
than (Vdata-Vth_TFT), the organic light-emitting diode D is
in a turn-off state. Vth TFT is an offset of the turn-on
voltage of the thin film transistor. The fourth switch S4 is
turned off. Since a voltage clamp of the constant voltage
source VCM does not exist, the voltage of the source of the
second thin film transistor T2 is changed. After a stable time,
the analog-to-digital converter 1012 directly samples the
voltage of the source of the second thin film transistor T2 to
acquire the characteristic parameter of the second thin film
transistor T2.

Please refer to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 shows the sensing circuit in
a fourth mode for sensing a voltage of the organic light-
emitting diode D in accordance with the embodiment of the
present invention. The amplifier 1010 becomes a buffer. The
first thin film transistor T1 and the third thin film transistor
T3 corresponding to the scan signal SCN and the sensing
signal SEN are turned on. The data line [,_data outputs a
voltage Vdata to turn off the second thin film transistor T2
which is remarked with X’. Since the voltage value of the
constant voltage source VCM is larger than Vdata and larger
than Vth_OLED, the organic light-emitting diode D is in a
turn-on state. Vth_OLED is a voltage offset of the organic
light-emitting diode D. The fourth switch S4 is turned off.
Since the voltage clamp of the constant voltage source VCM
does not exist, the voltage of the source of the second thin
film transistor T2 is changed. After a stable time, the
analog-to-digital converter 1012 directly samples the volt-
age of the source of the second thin film transistor T2 to
acquire the characteristic parameter of the organic light-
emitting diode D.

As is understood by a person skilled in the art, the
foregoing preferred embodiments of the present invention
are illustrative rather than limiting of the present invention.
It is intended that they cover various modifications and
similar arrangements be included within the spirit and scope
of the appended claims, the scope of which should be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and similar structures.

What is claimed is:

1. A sensing circuit for sensing a micro current and
voltage of a device to be tested, the sensing circuit com-
prising:

an amplifier having a first input terminal, a second input

terminal, and an output terminal;

a first capacitor connected between the first input terminal

and the output terminal of the amplifier;

a first switch connected to the first capacitor in parallel,

a second switch connected between the first input terminal

of the amplifier and the device to be tested,

a third switch connected between the second input termi-

nal of the amplifier and the device to be tested;

a fourth switch connected between the second input

terminal of the amplifier and a constant voltage source;

a correlated double sampling (CDS) circuit connected to

the output terminal of the amplifier; and

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) connected to the

correlated double sampling circuit,

wherein the correlated double sampling circuit is utilized

for storing a value of a voltage outputted by the
amplifier.

2. A sensing circuit for sensing a micro current and
voltage of a device to be tested, the sensing circuit com-
prising:

an amplifier having a first input terminal, a second input

terminal, and an output terminal;
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a first capacitor connected between the first input terminal

and the output terminal of the amplifier;

a first switch connected to the first capacitor in parallel;

a second switch connected between the first input terminal

of the amplifier and the device to be tested,

a third switch connected between the second input termi-

nal of the amplifier and the device to be tested;

a fourth switch connected between the second input

terminal of the amplifier and a constant voltage source;

a correlated double sampling (CDS) circuit connected to

the output terminal of the amplifier; and

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) connected to the

correlated double sampling circuit.

3. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 2, wherein when
the fourth switch and the second switch are turned on and the
third switch is turned off, the amplifier is utilized as an
integrator.

4. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 3, wherein the
integrator performs an integration operation to a current and
clamps a voltage of the second thin film transistor via an
input voltage of the second input terminal to generate an
output voltage to the correlated double sampling circuit.

5. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 2, wherein when
the first switch and the third switch are turned on and the
second switch is turned off, the amplifier is utilized as a
buffer.

6. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 5, wherein the
buffer clamps a voltage of the second thin film transistor via
an input voltage of the second input terminal to generate an
output voltage to the correlated double sampling circuit.

7. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 2, wherein the
correlated double sampling circuit is utilized for storing a
value of a voltage outputted by the amplifier and performing
a logical operation to generate a voltage value.

8. The sensing circuit for sensing the micro current and
voltage of the device to be tested of claim 2, wherein the
analog-to-digital converter is utilized for digitizing a voltage
value outputted by the correlated double sampling circuit
and then outputting a digitized value.

9. An OLED display device, comprising:

a pixel circuit comprising:

a data line for inputting data;

a first thin film transistor and a second thin film
transistor, a gate of the second thin film transistor
connected to a drain of the first thin film transistor;

a second capacitor connected the gate and a drain of the
second thin film transistor;

an organic light-emitting diode connected to the drain
of the second thin film transistor; and

a third capacitor connected to two terminals of the
organic light-emitting diode, wherein a scan signal is
inputted to a gate of the first thin film transistor; and

a sensing circuit for sensing a micro current and voltage

and connected to the pixel circuit, comprising:

an amplifier having a first input terminal, a second input
terminal, and an output terminal;

a first capacitor connected between the first input
terminal and the output terminal of the amplifier;

a first switch connected to two terminals of the first
capacitor in parallel;

a second switch connected between the first input
terminal of the amplifier and the pixel circuit;
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a third switch connected between the second input
terminal of the amplifier and the pixel circuit;

a fourth switch connected between the second input
terminal of the amplifier and a constant voltage
source;

a correlated double sampling (CDS) circuit connected
to the output terminal of the amplifier; and

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) connected to the
correlated double sampling circuit.

10. The OLED display device of claim 9, wherein when
the second switch the fourth switch and are turned on and the
third switch is turned off, the amplifier is utilized as an
integrator.

11. The OLED display device of claim 10, wherein the
integrator performs an integration operation to a current and
clamps a voltage of the second thin film transistor via an
input voltage of the second input terminal to generate an
output voltage to the correlated double sampling circuit.
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12. The OLED display device of claim 9, wherein when
the first switch and the third switch are turned on and the
second switch is turned off, the amplifier is utilized as a
buffer.

13. The OLED display device of claim 12, wherein the
buffer clamps a voltage of the second thin film transistor via
an input voltage of the second input terminal to generate an
output voltage to the correlated double sampling circuit.

14. The OLED display device of claim 9, wherein the
correlated double sampling circuit is utilized for storing a
value of a voltage outputted by the amplifier and performing
a logical operation to generate a voltage value.

15. The OLED display device of claim 9, wherein the
analog-to-digital converter is utilized for digitizing a voltage
value outputted by the correlated double sampling circuit
and then outputting a digitized value.
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